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                                   The Bounceberry Guide

~Louis XIV built it; Louis XV enjoyed it; and Louis XVI... paid the bill~

KINGS
Louis IX   (1215-1270)  -  Louis the Ninth is renowned for having brought many precious religious relics back from the crusades. In fact, his attempts to capture such treasures military were catastrophic failures, so he just bought them, including, supposedly, the Crown of Thorns, now kept at Notre Dame in Paris. These days, we call him St. Louis.  The chapel at Versailles is dedicated to him.

Henry III  (1551-1589)  -  Henry the Third was the last of the Valois dynasty. Assassanited by a religious fanatic after showing tolerance towards the protestants. Died without an heir.

Henry IV  (1553-1610)  -  Henry the Fourth wasn't the son of Henry III, but a distant relation who put himself next in line of succession by marriage. As a Protestant, he not only faced stiff military resistance from Catholics but, even after he converted, ended up being assassinate as well, for the same reason as Henry III - showing tolerance towards the Protestants, particularly with the Edict of Nantes. Began the Bourbon line, which held the French throne until the Revolution, and holds the Spanish throne to this day.

Louis XIII  (1601-1643)  -  Inherited the throne at age nine on the death of his father, Henry IV. His mother, Cathrine di Medici, held the throne until the king came of age, then raised two rebellions against him when he did. Said to have detested his wife, and thus it was almost two decades of marriage before Louis XIV was conceived. Started Versailles by building a little hunting lodge, followed by a small chateau.

Louis XIV,The Sun King  (1638-1715)   -  Louis the Fourteenth became king at age four, on his father's death. His childhood marred, and his psyche scarred, by the Fronde rebellions, Louis XIV moved the court out of Paris, location of so many of his bad memories, to the location of his father's humble country chateau, which Louis XIV set about transforming into the greatest palace in Europe. Set his grandson on the throne of Spain as Philip the Fifth. Reigned for 72 years, longer than any monarch in Europe, a record that still holds. Outlived is son, eldest grandson, and one of his great-grandsons, leaving only his five year old great-grandson as heir.

Louis XV  (1710-1774)  -  Louis the Fifteenth reigned during the era of the Enlightenment in France. He presided over a long decline in France's fortunes and lost many colonies. One of his reign's most significant military victories only earned him popular hatred, when he offered an enlightened peace that did not punish the defeated enemy and gained little for France, resulting in a popular phrase where something would be said to be "as stupid as the peace".

Louis XVI  (1754-1793)  -  Louis the Sixteenth inherited a dimming economy, and was nowhere near bright enough to brighten it back up. Devoted much of his time to his obsession with locks. His decision to aid the American Revolution strained the economy, to the point that the hungry populace rose up. The last king of Versailles. 

Consorts

Queen Cathrine di Medici - Italian. Queen to Henry IV, mother of Louis XIII.

Queen Anne of Austria  -   Spanish. Queen to Louis XIII, mother of Louis XIV.

Queen Marie-Therese  -  Spanish. Queen to Louis XIV. Great-grandmother of Louis XV.

Henriette d'Angleterre  -  English wife of Louis XIV's brother, Phillipe,Duke of Orleans. Romantically linked with Louis XIV. Her husband's favorite, who she had banished, is believed to have retaliated by poisoning her.

Louise LeValerie  -  To allay suspicions of an affair, Henriette suggested Louis XIV pretend to actually be interested in her lady-in-waiting, Louise. The king pretended a little too well.

Athenais, Madame de Montespan  -  Witty friend of Louise that she'd brought along to keep the Louis XIV entertained, to her regret. While Louise was pregnant with his child, the king set off to tour the battlefields with Athenais, leaving Louise give up her children and  join a convent. After the Affair of the Poisons, Athenais would do the same.  

Madame de Maintenon  -  Brought in by Athenais to care for her children by the king, the ultra-pious Madame de Maintenon eventually displaced her. Last mistress of Louis XIV, and eventually his wife.

Nabo  -  Queen Marie-Therese treated her group of dwarves as sort of human pets, and was rumored to have had an illegitimate child by one of them, Nabo.

Queen Marie Lecynska  -  Polish. Queen to Louis XV, grandmother of Louis XVI.

Madame de Pompadour  -  Mistress of Louis XV. Charming, gracious and intelligent, a friend of the philosophes, including Voltaire. Her name is most frequently used in reference to her hairstyle, later worn by Elvis.

Madame du Barry - On the death of Madame de Pompadour, the grief-stricken Louis XV turned to Madame du Barry, who was considered graceless and gauche by the court.

Queen Marie-Antoinette - Austrian. Queen to Louis XVI.

Count Fersen - Swedish lover (probably) of Marie-Antoinette. Took the reigns for the ill-fated flight to Varennes.

Ministers, Builders and Mystery
Cardinal Richelieu - Prime Minister to Louis XIII
Cardinal Mazarin - Prime Minister during Louis XIV's minority.

Fouqet, Nicholas - Incredibly corrupt finance minister. With his purloined funds, he built the faboulous chateau Vaux-le-Vicomte, which inspired Louis to build Versailles, employing the same Builder, Painter and Gardner:
Le Vau, Louis  - Royal Builder (architect), from Vaux-le-Vicomte, initiated the Versailles project



Le Brun, Charles - Royal Painter (interior designer), from Vaux-le-Vicomte




Le Notre, Andre  - Royal Gardner (landscape architect), from Vaux-le-Vicomte

Mansart, Jules Hardouin - Royal  Builder (architect),  folllowed Le Vau

Colbert, Jean-Baptiste  - Finance minister to Louis XIV. 

Man in the Iron Mask, The - Unknown prisoner during the reign of Louis XIV.

PLACES
Versailles  -  The name of the town, also used to refer to the Chateau de Versailles. 

The Trianon  -  A smaller building for Louis XIV to get away from the court. It was used as something of a retreat for the royal family. Later used by Napolean as he thought of turning restoring Versailles.

The Petit Trianon  -  Built for Louis XV's mistress, Madame de Pompadour, it was later of gift from Louis XVI to his wife, Marie Antoinette, who loved having a private setting away from the chateau.

St Gobain  -  Glassworks set up by Colbert and Louis XIV.

Sevres (Porcelain Factory)  -  Set up as hobby for Madame de Pomapdour, it gained prominence when Louis XV melted down the royal silver, replacing it with Sevres porcelain on the royal tables.

Directions - Take the RER C to Chateau de Versailles. The train will say VICK on the front. Keep your ticket - you'll need it at the other end to get out of the station.

Listen to the History Galleries section before you get there - you can get through it on the train ride. These galleries, though key to understand Versailles, are often closed, and it's no fun to stand around listening for fifteen minutes before you can start the tour. If they are open, having listened already will just make them that much easier to understand.

We thank your for you support of the Bounceberry Project.  We're dedicated to bringing history to life; we're working to bring you more and better ways to explore it . . . and we starve to do this! If you enjoy the tour, please show your appreciation. Any little donation helps!
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Each section starts with a number in a square.  Items with commentary are underlined.

1 - Track 9  - Gardens to Dawn

2 - Track 10 - The Horseshoe Tour

3 - Track 11 - Baths of Apollo to the Dragon Basin

4 - Track 15 - Gardens Part II

5 - Track 16 - Achilles to Latona Basin  (Ballroom optional)

6 - Track 17 - West Facade to Farewell
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